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n this fourth of July evening,
Koy in fairgrounds” arenas, front
3 lawns and parks across the

nation, wns of people will be seen
craning their neck skyward, faces

*

colorful Aames and a remendous
explosion when enclosed in a hollow
bamboo chute and burned. The
explosion was so loud that these early
day fireworks were inigially used as a
way 1o scare away evil spirits. Evenually
these colorful displays became a way to
celebrate weddings, victories in bartles
and religions evens,

Legend goes that fireworks came o
the West through explorer Marco Polo,

upturned 1o the heavens
and Alled wich

the dark canvas of sky is

and these illuminaring
JL&]:rh;,'s :'_tplud:d in

anticiparion. Soon the air Photos courtesy of popularity in

will be sarurated with Angel Light Pyrotechnics  celebrations throughout
“pohs” and “sahs" a5 well history! Today,

as earth-shaking booms, as and Dale Netherton fireworks are a mainstay

of celebrations and can

miraculously filled with a stunning,
sparlding light show of all shapes and
colors. It is 2 show that is guaranteed
bring a smile 1o faces aged 1 o 100, and
it is a show that has been dudng just thaz
for centuries. These exploding, awe

uwmi.u-rym.nﬁgmh. inspiring effoces are Areworks and no

and his wite, Ginger, are celebrarion or event is cor |1[,-|e1:e without
thern!

::n;:ﬁ!' I.d“h:]:'- Fi:murk? have been a part of the
human experience for over 1,000 years,

on each shell ia a rising tafl, The story {according to

alsa known as a comet. twmres tuoridighiebrilye com) goes thar a

Phote by Dale Betherton cook in 9th century China accidenrally

mixed three
common
kitchen
ingredients:
potassiim
nitrate,

Y sulphur and
charcoal, and
livit. The
result of this
historically

| sigmificant
mistake was

be seen in the skies all
across the world.

But, did you ever wonder, during
the fireworks show at your local county
fair, whar fireworks are all about and
who actually sets them off

To understand all of this you must
get into the mind of a pyro —a
pyrotechnician thar is!

Larry Darningron Jr. and wife
Ginger, of Pierce, Colo., are two people
that really enjoy blowing things up. As
owners of Angel Light Pyrotechnics,
d'l::}' get many chances to share their
frlasecn with audiences l.hruughum
MNorthern Colorado, hoping o ger them
just as fired up about firewerks as they
are,

We're always looking for an excuse
m do firewarks,” Larry relaned,

Larry, in particular, has been a
firewnrk afficionado since he can
remembser,

He says when he was around 3 10 5
vears ald he can remember his father
and grandfather taking him o a

fireworks scand in Gireeley.




“That'’s when they could sell the

stuff,” he recalled.

At the stand he got an assorred pack
of Liberty Eagle fireworks. Showing
shades of his future mpa:jﬂn, he got
home and took all the fireworks our of
the pack and arranged them by size on
the table becawse he just couldn’t wait wo
shoot them off,

Eventually, because of safery reasons
fewer fireworks were available to the
CONSUIMET,

“They kept outlawing more of the
good souff,” he said, adding, T just
decided T had ro ind a way to do this
(shooring fircworks) legally.”

Larry’s chance came in 1995 while
he was ar a fireworks show ar the
University of Northern Colorado. He
mier Marc Williams of pyrotechnics
company Might Musick INC., of
TParker. Colo., and showed his interest in
fireworks.

“From that day being under the
shells that close and feeling the lift
charge, [ was hooked. IF wasa
jPGI:I'.ﬂ[I'.'II'.. l wﬂj“\[ d-usr. fﬂ.ﬂllE]'.l.‘ Sd.'i.d

In 1997, Larry received his shooter’s
license and performed his fiest show foe
his church’ youth group in 1998,

I just enjoyed shooting the
fireworks uﬁ‘]:g:l]],t I weas just tickled o
find something to support my hobhby,”
he said.

Bor Ginger, who married into the
firewarks life, Larry's “hobby” was a
new challenge for her. She was involved
in stape performances in the pase and
really connected with the theatrical side

| The wiring field for this show
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involved stringing 1,500 foet
of wire, and that was just far
the small efferts!

made a choice 1o be
involved in things her
husband enjoyed and ...
“luckily, it's kind of
cool.” Ginger said she
really enjoys the
electrical side of the
added, “IFyou cant  §
change "em, join 'em!”

Due to the sincere
efforts of the
Darringrons, the
business boomed, and
the first big show
Angel Light in arder to shoot the right direction. Directional
Pyrotechnics did was  setups ean vary according to the wind and weather.
at the Johnstown's
Barbecue Diays, the 100th anniversary
for the town and the first fireworks
show the town had
hosted.

From there, the
popularity of the
company has spread
like wildfire and they
have performed shows
at the Larimer
County Fair, in
Millileen, at UNC and
ar a bull riding event
in the Budweiser
Events Center, to
name a few,

A good fireworks
show is a spectacle to
see, bit the work thar
goes behind the
soenes is tremendous,

Grieser luge multi-shot firework cakes prior

Multi-shot fisework cakes must be specifically angled

Ginges fuses a Grand Finale. Hotice the aluminom foil
covering the setup for protection from water and fre.

continued on naae &
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According o Lamry and Ginger,
safery is always the first prioriry, Because
of this a lor of precautions ane raken
with the fireworks. They are stored in a
bullecprool, weatherproof, fireproof and
burghryproof building a good disance
away from PcnPJ::. The equipment and
shells dre pravected from fire by tin foil
and from water by plastic sheets,

Another safery precaution taken ls g
“dud hunt.” This requires the crew o
scour the mortars (guns that shoot the
fireworks) and the area around the
show for shells thar may noe have gone
off. To look around the area, the crew
will go out au firse lighe the day aftera
show and make sure they find any
Das i a et Pletaredfoses mia'lli.rcs before anyone else does,

R I'hg sheer time it takes o ser up for
" ashow is astounding, The 2003
Matt Grieser, Eric Kruq, Lary Larimer County Fair fireworks show
Darrington 57., and Mike Worley.  anly ook 2 minutes and 7 seconds m
Phaoto by Dale Netherton  shoot. However, it ook a rotal of 21

Part of the erew taloes time to

“Goodness, Graclons, Great Balls of Fire!” A huge fireball raises from the foothall field at the
Johnstown show held June &, 2004, Can you feel the heat?

Fhoto by Dale Netherion

hours to set the show up and tear it
down.

The company also has ta be sure
that they have the right size of shells for
the area they are in, making sure that no
ane who warches the display could be
injured.

Because rhe company has had many
shows thar have been in close proximiny
v animals, it has to account for their
reacrions. Cften they have to make sure
the animals are somewhere thar they
won't hurt themselves or people when
the fireworks begin, Larry related thar
he even played “firecrackes”™ 1o a horse
thar was oo-carry s small effecr arcached
1o the Rag. He had to simulate the noise
of the firework in the horse’s ear oo find
out what the horse’s reaction would be.
The nowse didnt bother the hosse,

For the Darringtons, these shows
are not just about shooting off fireworks
and going home. They spend a lot of
rime on the creativity aspect of cach
show.

“1 really like the display and making
a picture our of fireworks,” said Ginger.

The Darringrons work hard o
choreograph their unique fireworks w
miusic, which is provided by Ginger's
brocher, Gary Hughes, who has a large
misic collecnion and arranges music w
fit each particular show.

Dwring their Johnstown freworks
display, the Darringtons worked ro get
all senses involved in the show.

Cringer choreographed the Jerry
Lewis song "Crrear Balls qf'Frw. "wirth an
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finding out more about
fireworks and the

Pyrotechnics Guild
International at
www.pgi.org or the
Rocky Mountain
Pyrotechnics Guild at 4
hitp:ins2.rmpg.org.  §

Would you like to contact the
Angel Light Pyrotechnics?

If 50 you can write to Larry and
Ginger Darrington at: 43995
WCR 41, Pierce, Colo. 80650;
you can also call or fax them at
{BTD}BS#M or e-mail




